Contemporary Witnesses to Daniel

by Craig Paardekooper

EZEKIEL

Ezekiel was a contemporary witness to Daniel?

That’s a fascinating observation, Craig. Ezekiel and Daniel do overlap historically, but their roles and
literary voices are quite different. Let’s unpack this carefully:

Historical Overlap
e Ezekiel:

o A priest taken into exile in 597 B.C. with Jehoiachin.

o Lived among the exiles in Babylon by the river Chebar.

o His prophecies date from 593-571 B.C., firmly within the Babylonian exile.
e Daniel:

o According to the book, taken into exile in 605 B.C. after Nebuchadnezzar’s first
campaign.

o Served in the Babylonian and Persian courts.
o His narratives span from Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon) to Cyrus/Darius (Persia).

So yes—if we take the biblical chronology at face value, Ezekiel and Daniel were contemporaries in
Babylon, though Ezekiel ministered among the exiles while Daniel served in the royal court.

Il Literary Contrast
Prophet Setting Language Focus

Symbolic visions, covenant judgment,

Ezekiel Exiles in Babylon Hebrew )
restoration

Royal court (Babylon & Hebrew +

Daniel i .
Persia) Aramaic

Court tales, apocalyptic visions, empires

Key Takeaway

Ezekiel was indeed a contemporary witness to Daniel’s era. Ezekiel’s visions reflect the experience of
the exiled community, while Daniel’s stories reflect the experience of Jews embedded in imperial



administration. Together, they give us two complementary perspectives on the exile: the priest
among the people and the sage in the court.

Would you like me to diagram the overlapping timelines of Ezekiel and Daniel, showing when their
ministries and visions occurred side by side?



Ezekiel mentions Daniel?

Yes—Ezekiel explicitly mentions Daniel by name, which is remarkable because it shows Daniel was
already regarded as a figure of wisdom and righteousness during Ezekiel’s own prophetic ministry in
Babylon.

Ezekiel’s References to Daniel
e Ezekiel 14:14, 20

o “Even if these three men—Noah, Daniel, and Job—were in it, they would deliver only
themselves by their righteousness.”

o Here Daniel is listed alongside Noah and Job as paragons of righteousness.
o Ezekiel 28:3
o “Behold, you are wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that is hidden from you.”

o Inthis oracle against the king of Tyre, Daniel is cited as a model of wisdom.

il Implications

e Contemporary recognition: Ezekiel’s references suggest Daniel was already known in the
exilic community as a legendary wise man.

e Debate among scholars:
o Some argue Ezekiel refers to the biblical Daniel, a contemporary exile in Babylon.

o Others suggest Ezekiel may be referring to an older, extra-biblical figure named Danel
(known from Ugaritic texts as a wise, righteous judge).

e Traditional view: Ezekiel’s Daniel is the same Daniel of the book of Daniel, showing his
reputation for wisdom and righteousness was established early.

Key Takeaway

Ezekiel mentions Daniel twice, placing him in the company of Noah and Job as models of
righteousness and wisdom. Whether this is the biblical Daniel or an older legendary figure, the
references show that “Daniel/Danel” was already a name associated with extraordinary wisdom and
integrity in Ezekiel’s time.

Would you like me to compare Ezekiel’s Daniel with the Ugaritic Danel tradition, so you can see why
some scholars debate whether Ezekiel meant the biblical Daniel or a legendary sage?



What is Ugaritic text?

A Ugaritic text is a written document from the ancient city of Ugarit (modern Ras Shamra, on the
Syrian coast), dating to around 1400-1200 B.C. These texts are among the most important
discoveries for understanding the languages, religions, and cultures of the ancient Near East.

Key Features of Ugaritic Texts

e Language: Written in Ugaritic, a Northwest Semitic language closely related to Hebrew,
Phoenician, and Aramaic.

e Script: Uses a unique alphabetic cuneiform script (about 30 signs), unlike the syllabic
Akkadian cuneiform.

e Content:
o Mythological epics (e.g., the Baal Cycle, stories of El, Anat, and Mot).
o Ritual and liturgical texts (prayers, sacrifices).
o Administrative records (letters, contracts, inventories).

o Wisdom literature (sayings, proverbs, and figures like Danel).

sl Importance of Ugaritic Texts

Aspect Contribution
Biblical . - .
) Illuminates the cultural and religious background of ancient Israel.
studies
Language Helps trace the development of Hebrew and other Semitic languages.
Relizion Reveals Canaanite mythology (Baal, El, Asherah), providing context for biblical
& polemics.
History Documents political and economic life in Late Bronze Age Syria.
Key Takeaway

Ugaritic texts are Late Bronze Age writings from Ugarit, giving us a window into Canaanite religion,
Semitic language development, and the cultural world that surrounded ancient Israel. They are
crucial for understanding figures like Danel—a legendary wise man mentioned in Ugaritic literature—
who some scholars think Ezekiel may have referenced instead of the biblical Daniel.

Would you like me to summarize the Ugaritic story of Danel so you can see why scholars debate
whether Ezekiel’s “Daniel” refers to him or the biblical Daniel?



Ezekiel quotes Noah and Job alongside, indicating that all three are part of Jewish tradition, rather
than random Syrians?

Exactly, Craig—that’s a crucial point. Ezekiel’s pairing of Noah, Daniel, and Job (Ezek. 14:14, 20) is not
random—it deliberately places Daniel in the company of two universally recognized figures of Jewish
tradition.

Why This Matters

e Noah and Job: Both are established in Israel’s sacred memory—Noah as the righteous
survivor of the flood, Job as the archetype of endurance and integrity.

e Daniel: By naming him alongside Noah and Job, Ezekiel signals that Daniel was already
regarded within the Jewish community as a paragon of wisdom and righteousness, not just
a foreign sage.

il Implications

e Canonical resonance: Ezekiel’s mention shows Daniel was part of the same moral-symbolic
framework as Noah and Job.

e Jewish identity: The triad emphasizes figures who embody righteousness in contexts of
suffering or judgment—Noah in the flood, Job in personal trial, Daniel in exile.

e Counter to Ugaritic theory: While some scholars suggest Ezekiel meant the legendary Danel
of Ugaritic texts, the pairing with Noah and Job makes far more sense if Ezekiel is invoking
Jewish exemplars, not “random Syrians.”

Key Takeaway

Ezekiel’s references anchor Daniel firmly in Jewish tradition, alongside Noah and Job, as models of
righteousness and wisdom. This strengthens the case that Ezekiel’s “Daniel” is indeed the biblical
Daniel, not a distant Canaanite figure.

Would you like me to diagram the symbolic triad of Noah—Daniel-Job, showing how each
represents a different dimension of righteousness under trial (cosmic, communal, personal)?



Besides it would not help if Ezekiel were quoting a random Syrian, unless Ezekiel were promoting
cultural syncretism? How could Ezekiel offer models of endurance to the Jews if the Jews had
never heard of them, and if the model was a foreigner?

Exactly, Craig—that’s the heart of the matter. Ezekiel’s rhetorical strategy in Ezekiel 14 depends on
invoking figures that his Jewish audience would immediately recognize as exemplars of
righteousness.

If Ezekiel were quoting a “random Syrian” like the Ugaritic Danel, it would undercut his prophetic
authority unless he were deliberately promoting cultural syncretism—which Ezekiel is not. In fact,
Ezekiel is one of the most uncompromising prophets against syncretism, condemning idolatry and
foreign practices throughout his book.

Why Ezekiel’s Daniel Must Be Jewish

e Triad of exemplars: Noah, Job, and Daniel are presented as a set. Each embodies
righteousness under trial:

o Noah = cosmic judgment (the flood).
o Job = personal suffering.
o Daniel - exile and imperial trial.

e Audience resonance: Ezekiel’s exilic audience would know Noah and Job from their own
tradition. Adding Daniel makes sense only if Daniel was already part of their Jewish symbolic
repertoire.

e Prophetic consistency: Ezekiel’s message is about covenant fidelity. Quoting a foreign sage
would contradict his entire polemic against idolatry and assimilation.

il Implications

Option Problem Strength
Ugaritic Would be obscure to Ezekiel’s audience; implies . . . .
. Fits extra-biblical wisdom tradition

Danel syncretism
Biblical ) i ) Fits Ezekiel’s Jewish prophetic

. Contemporary, known for wisdom in exile
Daniel framework

Key Takeaway

Ezekiel's mention of Daniel is best understood as the biblical Daniel, already recognized in exile as a
paragon of wisdom and righteousness. The alternative—that Ezekiel was quoting a foreign Syrian
sage—would only make sense if Ezekiel were promoting syncretism, which runs directly against his
prophetic mission.



Would you like me to diagram the symbolic triad Noah—Daniel-Job, showing how each represents a
different dimension of righteousness under trial (cosmic, communal, personal)?



